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over by material brought down from the surrounding uplands.
In many of these the land is suitable for pastoral purposes, and,
with the aid of irrigation, sufficient fodder can be grown to serve
for winter food. A small quantity of cereals and a consider-
able quantity of beet for sugar are also grown on the irrigated
lands, more especially in Colorado, which, including the Great
Plains section, now produces nearly one-third of the United
States crop of beet sugar. The tendency is therefore towards a
somewhat larger and more settled population than there has
been in the past.
The mineral wealth is varied and extensive. Coalfields are
found at intervals in a belt of country stretching along the
eastern base of the Rocky Mountains, and in another, but more
restricted, belt along the western base, while in the intervening park
regions there are numerous isolated basins. The coal, which ranges
in character from lignite to anthracite, is worked chiefly in Colorado
and Wyoming, but also in Montana and New Mexico, The product,
which averages 17,000,000 tons, is largely used by the railways,
and in the mining and smelting industries.
About one-fifth of the gold mined in the United States is
obtained from this region, Colorado and Montana being the chief
producing states. In Colorado, the famous Cripple Creek district
in the western foot-hills of Pike's Peak, a region of great volcanic
activity in Tertiary times, is still the most important producing area.
On the western slopes of the Wasatch Mountains in Utah, and in
Montana, gold is also found, frequently associated with silver,
, copper, and lead. Over one-half of the silver produced in the United
States comes from the Rocky Mountain region. In Colorado
the most important districts are in Eagle county in the north
central part of the State, in Mineral in the south central part,
and in San Juan in the south-west; in Utah silver occurs in
copper and lead ores in the Wasatch Mountains in the vicinity
of Great Salt and Utah lakes; in the north of Idaho it is chiefly
associated with lead, and in Montana with copper. Copper is
worked chiefly in Montana, which supplies nearly oi^e-sixth of the
United States output of that mineral, the district around Butte
producing practically the whole amount. Over one-third of the
lead mined in the United States is obtained in the north of Idaho
and in the east of Utah.